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GYNECOLOGICAL CASES—1!. VAGINAL 
TUMOR. 2, CERVICAL ULCER FROM 
LACERATION. 3. METRORRHA- 
GIA, WITH RETROFLEXION. 


BY GEORGE B. FUNDENBERG, M. D., 
Of Cumberland, Md. 


Each of the following cases, from my note- 
book, possesses some peculiarities unusual, and I 
think instructive. 

Case 1.—June 13th, 1876.—Six months ago, 
Mrs. L. R., of Bridgeport, Pa., a very stout 
woman, weighing two hundred and twenty 
pounds, aged 38, and mother of ten children, 
consulted me in regard to a tumor of about the 
shape and size of a large cocoanut, covered with 
thickened brawny integument, and attached to 
the upper part of the vaginal orifice by a broad 
pedicle, situated above the urethra. The labia 
majora ran up on the under surface of this 


‘tumor an inch and a half, and the clitoris was 


also stretched out upon it. 

The tumor had appeared, without any known 
cause, soon after her second accouchement, four- 
teen years ago, and had been gradually increas- 
ing ever since. Up to this time, judging from 
results, it had not been an insuperable obstacle to 
conjugal relations, nor had it been the cause of 
any difficulty in delivery. 

As the patient was again pregnant, and seven 
months advanced, I declined to operate, and ad- 
vised her to wait until she should be safely 
over her approaching confinement. 

To-day she returns with a fine large boy in 
her arms, four months old. 
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and Parsons, I now proceeded to operate. The 
patient was put under the influence of ether. 
Upon a careful examination of the tumor, such 
was its hardness and absence of fluctuation, 
it was difficult by mere inspection and palpa- 
tion to decide whether we had a solid or en- 
cysted growth to deal with. The exploring 
needle, however, soon settled the question, by 
giving vent to a black-brown fluid. The trocar 
was now introduced, and a pint of syrupy, dark- 
brown, odorless fluid withdrawn. The sac was 
now slit open, and the redundant tissue, with the 
main portion of the sac, removed, care being 
taken not to interfere with that portion on the 
lower surface of the tumor to which the labia 
and clitoris were attached. That portion of the 
sac which constituted part of this extension 
was not excised, as it was quite certain that the 
inflammation following the operation would 
obliterate all remnant of a sac, and thus prevent 
any return of the tumor. The parts were 
united by silver wires and dressed with cold 
water dressing. The patient went home in 
eleven days after the operation. 

The fluid evacuated formed a solid coagulum 
when subjected to heat. Under the microscope 
nothing but a confused mass of amorphous 
corpuscles could be seen. These were probably 
broken down blood-disks, etc. 

This case is not reported because of anything 
new or difficult in the operation, but because 
tumors in this situation, and of this size and 
age, are quite unusual in the annals of gyne- 
cology. 

Case 2.—Not long ago I was called to see 
Mrs. ——, @ large, well-developed, married 
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lady, aged thirty-seven years, and mother of one 
child ten years old. She had been suffering for 
ten days previously with quite a free discharge 
of blood per vaginam, which had come on 
gradually, had been daily increasing in quantity, 
and now and then in such quantities as to 
become alarming. When I saw her she had 
just had a very copious hemorrhage, and was 
pale, with an anxious countenance and a weak, 
thread-like pulse. I ordered ergot, cold to 
hypogastrium, strict recumbency, and afterward 
a gentle aperient. After endeavoring for three 
or four days to moderate the flow, and trying in 
succession all the most approved remedies in 
vain, I stated to the patient that a vaginal 
examination would be necessary. To this she 
decidedly objected, and after another period of 
three days occupied in a vain attempt to arrest 
the discharge, I stated to her that unless I were 
permitted to make the requisite investigation 
I would be compelled to decline any further 
responsibility in the case, and accordingly took 
my leave, but only to be recalled on the evening 
of the same day, when I found her lying on the 
floor drenched with a frightful flooding, pulse- 
less, and exsanguine to an extreme degree. 
The tampon and stimulants enabled her to 
rally, and next morning she was quite willing to 
submit to an examination. The speculum dis- 
closed a deeply excavated ulcer, an inch and a half 
in diameter, situated on the enlarged posterior 
lip of the os uteri, and running into the cervical 
‘canal. This sore, with its sharply-defined edges 
and angry-looking base, suggested to my mind 
the idea of an epithelial cancer, or the corrod- 
ing ulcer of Clarke, more than anything else. 
I cauterized its surface with chromic acid 
(equal parts of the crystals and water), applied 
a pledget of cotton saturated with glycerine, and 
ordered rest. I repeated this operation every 
five days, and soon had the pleasure of seeing 
the ulcer begin to heal. The hemorrhages were 
insignificant after the first cauterization, and in 
six weeks the sore had entirely closed, and 
the patient remained well. She now confided 
to me the circumstance that, supposing herself 
to be pregnant, and not wishing to have any 
more children, she had passed a bodkin up to 
the womb, and that blood had flowed immedi- 
ately after its use. The result, however, proved 
that most probably she had not been pregnant, 
as nothing but fluid blood ever passed, to her 
knowledge. 
The importance of insisting upon an exami- 
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nation in all cases of menorrhagia or metror- 
rhagia that resist all usual treatment is well 
illustrated in this case. A physician only does 
himself justice who promptly declines any 
further responsibility when this is not acceded 
to. Thata simple ulcer, arising from a lacer- 
ated wound of the os, should bleed in such a 
furious manner as to endanger life, is remark- 
able, and can only be explained by remember- 
ing that this patient was approaching the 
“‘ change of life,” a period when irregularities 
of menstruation and floodings are to be ex- 
pected. In this case menstruation had been 
arrested for several months, and the congested 
womb took advantage of this artificially created 
channel to pour out its blood, and a fluxion 
having been established toward the irritated 
parts, the flow continued to dangerous excess. 
Casz 3.—I was called on the 22d of June 
last to see a married lady, aged 26, who had had 
three successive abortions in the early months 
of pregmancy. The last one, which occurred 
four months ago, the patient being two anda 
half months advanced, was preceded by a hem- 
orrhage for ten days before the abortion ended. 
According to the statement of the lady, both 
foetus and placenta came away together. The 
flow of blood did not, however, cease after the 
expulsion of the contents of the womb, but had 
continued up to the time when I saw her, some- 
times in excessive quantity, sometimes with 
gushes of fluid blood and coagula, but never 
ceasing altogether. She was exceedingly 
anzemic and prostrated. A digital examination 
revealed the os low down and somewhat patu- 
lous, and the fundus sharply retroflexed. The 
speculum disclosed the os and cervix free from 
erosion and congestion, but blood flowing con- 
tinuously from the uterus. The sound passed 
three and a half inches. As this patient lived 
fifteen miles from the city, and was not able to 
bear the expense of repeated visits, I felt com- 
pelled to adopt such active measures as would 
give her the best chance of relief. All the 
usual remedies had already been tried by her 
physician for four months. I therefore re- 
peatedly passed over the entire internal surface 
of the uterus an applicator armed with 4 
pledget of cotton saturated with Monsel’s solu- 
tion of perchloride of iron. I then with the 
sound anteverted the womb and directed the 
patient to lie habitually with the front of the 
body downward. I prescribed mild laxatives 
to relieve congestion, and ordered the cold hip- 
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bath morning and evening, with ergot inter-. 


nally. This treatment was continued for 
eighteen days, when the patient came to town, 
and stated that all discharge had eeased a week 
before. An examination showed everything 
right, except that the womb was again retro- 
flexed. The sound now measured only two 
and a half inches, I now adapted a pessary, 
which held the womb in proper position, and 
sent her home. 

In this case all the usu: treatment had been 
tried for four months in vain, and a single 
effectual application of the iron, with suitable 
adjuvants, arrested the hemorrhage in a few 
days. There can be very little doubt but that 
a retroflexed uterus, by preventing the discharge 
of the blood from its cavity as fast as effused, 
was the main cause of the long continuance of 
the bleeding. The blood often came in gushes, 
being prevented from escaping by the bent 
cervix; the blood accumulated in the cavity of 
the womb, the vessels opening into it became 
enlarged, and at length, when the distention 
became so great as to overcome the resistance 
presented by the flexed cervix at the os in- 
ternum, the contents escaped with a gush. 
Therefore, one of the prime indications was to 
straighten the canal and permit the blood 
to escape as fast as effused, and thus enable the 
ergot and cold bath to condense its tissues. 
Indeed, it may be safely predicted that this 
measure alone would, by permitting the spon- 
taneous involution of the uterus, have been 
sufficient to restore the parts to their integrity, 
_ only, perhaps, ina more gradual manner, and 

with less éclat to the doctor. 


——_—— 


CASE OF TUMOR AT THE BASE OF THE 
TONGUE. 


BY L. B. KLINE, M. D., 
Of Catawissa, Pa, 


In the latter part of October, 1875, Mr. O. J., 
aged 69 years, called to see me, complaining of 
his throat. Upon making an ocular examina- 
tion, I noticed some degree of congestion of the 
mucous lining of the fauces, for which I pre- 
scribed some simple gargle, thinking it an 
attack of ordinary sore throat, a difficulty to 
which he was somewhat subject. The gargle 
gave relief, but did not wholly remove the 
trouble. In the course of a week or two he 
went with his wife, by my direction, to consult 
my friend, Dr. J. Solis Cohen, of Philadelphia, 
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for a laryngeal affection. After having exam- 
ined Mrs. J. with the laryngoscopie mirror, Mr. 
J. incidentally remarked to the doctor that he 
had a slight difficulty of the throat; an exami- 
nation was proposed with the mirror, and a 
growth discovered, which the doctor, in a com- 
munication to me, described as “a firm tumor 
at the base of the left half of the tongue, about 
the size of half a small walnut.” In view of 
the location of the tumor and the age of the 
patient, he very naturally entertained suspi- 
cions of a carcinomatous nature, though he 
afterward stated the opinion that it might be 
cystic. The submaxillary gland of the side 
was somewhat swollen and a little tender. Dr. 
Cohen recommended the external use of the 
ointment of the iodide of mercury, applied at 
the angle of the jaw, and the administration 
internally of Fowler’s solution. I watched the 
tumor closely, and found that it continued to 
enlarge very slowly ; it was at all times free 
from pain; the only difficulty experienced was 
in swallowing (either liquids or solids). This 
difficulty was of course augmented as the 
growth enlarged ; and it finally interfered also 
with respiration, producing at times a suffocat- 
ing sensation, particularly when the patient 
was in a recumbent position. 

In about two weeks after the tumor was 
recognized by Dr. Cohen, I resorted to the 
local use of tincture of iodine, applying it 
directly to the surface of the tumor, repeating 
the application every twenty-four to forty-eight 
hours. Inclining to the opinion that the 
growth was of a cystic nature, I used the iodine 
with a view to its removal, or at least diminu- 
tion, by absorption. 

During the continuance of this course of 
treatment the patient was also seen by Dr. J. 
D. Strawbridge, of Danville, who concurred in 
the opinion that it was of a cystic character ; 
he advised the continuance of the iodine 
locally and muriate of ammonia constitution- 
ally. He, however, concurred with myself in 
believing that a complete cure could only be 
secured by the removal of the tumor by opera- 
tiop. It may be proper to remark in this con- 
nection that Dr. Cohen suggested injecting 
tincture of iodine hypodermically into the 
growth, but in consequence of its difficulty of 
access in this manner, the suggestion was not 
acted upon. 

The chief point of interest in connection with 
this case is that, after having used the iodine 
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locally and the muriate of ammonia constitu- 
tionally for several weeks, without any appreci- 
able effect on the tumor, and when I had de- 
termined that, in view of its continued enlarge- 
ment and the difficulty experienced in swallow- 
ing and breathing, an operation for its removal 
was imperatively demanded, the cystic wall 
_ gave away and its contents were discharged. 
Upon making an examination a day or two 
afterward, I found the tumor wholly removed. 

My idea as to the cause of this occurrence is 
that the walls had become weakened from the 
effects of the frequent application of the iodine. 
I continued the use of the iodine for a few days 
longer, with the view of preventing its re-forma- 
tion. Mr. J. has since been free from unpleas- 
ant symptons. 

The case, in view of its unique termination, is 
an interesting and instructive one. 


ON THE USE OF HYDRATE OF CHLO- 
RAL TO PREVENT THE RECUR- 
RENCE OF THE MALARIAL 
CHILL. 


BY BENJAMIN LEE, A. M., M. D., 
Of Philadelphia. 


On the afternoon of October 2d, 1875, I was 
called to see a young Swiss lady suffering from 
high fever, with delirium and intense headache. 
As I was already attending two cases of her- 
pes gutturalis in the same family, I concluded 
that she had caught the prevailing epidemic, 
and, although she would confess to no sore 
throat, put her on full doses of chlorate of 
potash, dissolved in water aciduiated with hy- 
drochloric acid. The following morning she 
was free from fever, but not from headache ; 
was excessively weak ; had slept little during 
the night, but had perspired considerably. The 
delirium had passed off, but she had no recol- 
lection of anything that she had said during its 
continuance. I now learned that before the fever 
came on, on the day previous, she had suddenly, 
while at the piano, been seized with a severe 
chill, which had continued for an hour. Coup- 
ling this with the fact that she had the summer 
previous paid a visit of some weeks’ duration to 
friends in the State of Ohio, in a confessedly 
malarious region, I saw reason to change my 
diagnosis. I accordingly prescribed a mild 
saline cathartic, with the view of depurating by 
the intestinal mucous surface ; and next morn- 
ing, ten grains of quinine in solution, at 6 a. x., 
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and fifteen more at 10 a.m. The chill, how- 
ever, came on with even greater violence than 
the first ; as described to me, it must have been 
almost pernicious in its character. When I saw 
her late in the afternoon, she was again deliri- 
ous; the heat of skin was excessive ; the pulse 
could with difficulty be counted, and she com- 
plained piteously of her head. Remembering 
the locality from which she acquired the poison, 
and the occasionally fatal nature of the third 
congestive chill, I now felt seriously concerned, 
and determined at all hazards to prevent a 
recurrence, 

In conversation with a highly intelligent cler- 
gyman, who had spent many years in Texas, he 
alluded to the plan adopted by physicians there, 
in such cases, of giving a full dose of opium in 
anticipation of the chill, and causing the patient 
to sleep through the time in which it should 
occur. I at once determined to give the method 
a trial, substituting chloral for opium, as being 
more essentially antispasmodic in its action. 
Giving quinine as before, about fifteen minutes 
before the time at which algid symptoms had 
begun to declare themselves previously, I 
caused her room to be darkened, ,and all un- 
necessary noises about the house to be stopped ; 
administered twenty grains of chloral hydrate, 
dissolved in camphor water, and left her. In 
ten minutes I returned to her room, with the 
intention of repeating the dose if there were 
any sign of excitement about her. She was 
already, however, sleeping quietly, with pulse 
and skin natural. I visited her at intervals of 
about an hour, always to find her in the same | 
placid sleep, from which she awoke, much re- 
freshed, about 4 rp. m; the chloral having 
been administered soon after 10 a.m. There 
was no return of the chills for that season. I, 
of course, took the precaution to continue the 
antispasmodic and depurative treatment for 
a considerable period. 

Seven months later, on the 10th day of May 
of the present year, she was again seized with 
a severe chill. Profiting by my experience on 
the former occasion, I now directed that she 
should be closely watched on the day of the re- 
currence, the quinine administered as before, 
and at the first indication of the invasion 
(which previously had not been awaited) the 
usual dose of chloral administered. The 
person to whom I entrusted the case had been 
with the patient in all the previous attacks, and 
was an intelligent and trustworthy observer. 
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At eleven o’clock she noticed a slight blueness 
of the nails and coolness of the finger tips, 
and accordingly at once gave the dose. The 
result was as satisfactory as before. There has, 
as yet, been no return of the intermittent, al- 
though the subsequent treatment was continued 
but a short time. 





EXTIRPATION OF THE PAROTID GLAND 
BY THE GALVANO-CAUTERY. 
Translated from Lo Sperimentale, Florence, Janu- 
ary, 1876, 

BY JOHN B. ROBERTS, M. D., 
Of Philadelphia, 


The patient, a man aged fifty-eight years, had 
had for nine months lancinatigg pains in the 
left ear, radiating over the whole side of the 
head ; there was some paralysis of the face, for 
the left palpebral fissure was a little wider than 
the right, and the angle of the mouth was drawn 
a little toward the median line. When the 
mouth was opened the paralysis of motion of 
the left side of the face was more noticeable. 
Sensation and the temperature of the affected 
side were normal. When the patient opened 
his mouth he became aware of a mechanical 
impediment between the jaw and the ear. He 
could swallow without difficulty, and examina- 
tion showed no swelling in the mouth or 
pharynx. 

The diagnosis of Professor Corradi was tumor 
of the parotid gland, either carcinoma or en- 
chondroma, compressing the left facial nerve; 
and in accordance with this diagnosis, extirpa- 
tion of the gland was decided to be the proper 
procedure. In order to avoid hemorrhage and 
to have the field of operation clear, the galvano- 
cautery was employed. Two incisions were 
made : the first was vertical, and extended from 
the zygoma to a point below the angle of the 
jaw, being about half an inch in front of the 
attachment of the external ear; the second, 
smaller and horizontal, started from the lower 
angle of the masseter and reached the mastoid 
process. After these cutaneous wounds had 
been dried, a steel knife, made white-hot by the 
galvanic current, was employed, and the whole 


: gland was separated from the surrounding tis- 


sues from below upward. 

While the operator was dissecting in the 
neighborhood of the styloid process, the patient, 
who had refused to take chloroform, motioned 
that he could no longer shut the left eye, which 
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of course indicated that the facial nerve was 
divided at that time. During the last part of 
the dissection the external carotid was exposed, 
penetrating the substance of the gland. Two 
ligatures were applied and the vessel divided, 
after which the open orifices of the artery, 
about the size of a goose quill, could be seen. 

At the end of twenty days the patient was 
well, but the paralysis of the left eye and side 
of the face persisted. Subsequently a swelling 
of the left lateral region of the neck appeared, 
showing a recurrence of the trouble, which the 
microscope had proved to be scirrhous in its 
character. 


<a> 
= 


HospiTAL REpoRTs. 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
SERVICE OF PROF. LOUIS A. DUHRING. 
REPORTED BY ARTHUR VAN HARLINGEN, M. D. 


Eczema Rubrum of the Leg. 


The pm, who is suffering from eczema ru- 
brum of theleg, has been before the class ona pre- 
vious occasion, and therefore, Dr. Duhring said 
he would not discuss the history of the case, but 
would make some remarks upon the treatment 
of eezema in general, and particularly of eczema 
rubrum. It would be, of course, impossiblé to 
go into all the details, but a general idea may 
be given of the methods to be recommended in 
the different forms of the disease. In the first 
place, regard must be paid to the circumstances 
of the patient. A plan of treatment which 
could be carried out in private or hospital prac- 
tice, where every appliance is at hand, would 
not be practicable among dispensary patients; 
we must always take this into consideration. 

Eczema rubrum is a very common affection ; 
we meet it every day, and it is frequently of 
long standing. This patient has been under all 
kinds of treatment, she says—internal and 
external, arsenic, iron, iodide of potassium, tar 
and other ointments, etc., ete.—until the entire 
round has been gone through. Under these 
circumstances it would seem at first sight diffi- 
cult to suggest anything which had not already 
been tried and had failed. But remedies 
which may not succeed when used at the wrong 
time, and in an improper or careless way, may 
succeed when appropriately and intelligently 
employed. A careful examination of each case, 
in all its aspects, should invariably precede the 
institution of any plan of treatment. The 
patient’s general health should be inquired 
into, the locality of the disease noted, and the 
character of the skin affection examined. The 
fact of the acuteness or chronicity of the dis- 
ease will decide whether one or another set of 
remedies will be appropriate. 
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The condition of the (poner | canal should 
be particularly inquired into, and, if at all ab- 
normal, should be regulated by aperients—not 
purgatives. Among these, the natural mineral 
waters of Saratoga, and the German waters 
now so extensively used, are useful. In dispens- 
ary practice, a preparation containing the sul- 
phate of magnesium may be employed. A 
tonic combined with an aperient, such as is 
frequently prescribed in our hospital under the 
name of mistura ferri acidi, will be found of 
service. Its action, in the ordinary dose, is 
gentle, and can easily be regulated to suit the 
case. This mixture is adapted toa large num- 
ber of cases and may be used for a considerable 
period, its action goes to improve the tone 
of the alimentary canal; it not merely opens 
the bowels from ¢ to day, but in fact tends to 
regulate them. Subsequently, arsenic may be 
used, but in small doses, as a tonic. If used 
in large doses, with a view to some supposed 
specific action, it is apt to disorder the stomach, 
and to do more harm than good. What is 
meant by a small dose is one to two minims of 
Fowler’s solution three times a day. The treat- 
ment of eczema rubrum, in fine, should be 
general. 

In many cases local treatment alone is all- 
sufficient. In the earlier stages of the disease, 
when there is considerable watery exudation, 
the following formula is serviceable :— 


R. Hydrarg. chlor. mitis, 3s8 


Unguent. zinci oxidi, 3j. M. 
Or the following :— 
R. Bismuthi sub-nit., 388 
Unguent. zinci oxidi, 3j. M. 


When the itching is severe, the following 
may be employed, whether the eruption be 
moist or dry :— 


R. Acid. carbolic., mx 
Unguent. zinci oxidi, 3j. M. 

This will usually relieve the pruritus. An- 

other ointment which generally acts very well :— 


RB. Pulv. camphore, ad. 3j 

Unguent. zinci oxidi, 3). M. 
Half a drachm to a drachm of glycerine added 
to this will often prove advantageous. 

All these may be called soothing applications, 
and are to be employed during the acute stages 
of the affection. They should be applied morn- 
ing and evening, the excess of the former appli- 
cation being gently removed with a soft cloth 
previous to applying a fresh quantity. The ac- 
cumulating scales should be removed from time 
to time, but the affected limb should not be 
washed often. It is not necessary, in the case 
of alimb like the one before us, to use very 
much ointment ; a piece the size of a chestnut, 
rubbed well in for ten or fifteen minutes, is 
sufficient. The bandage is an important aid to 
treatment. When the leg is the part affected, 
the bandage should be closely but not tightly 
applied, beginning at the toes and covering the 
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entire leg to the knee, and should be changed 
twice a day. 

Another plan of treatment to be mentioned 
is that by means of sapo viridis and unguentum 
diachyli. This is, perhaps, the best method in 
most cases, provided the patient can be kept 
under control and the treatment properly car- 
ried out. 

‘‘ Sapo viridis,” or green soap, is a greenish 
or brownish viscid soap, made chiefly in Ger- 
many. of potassa and various fats. It is also 
manufactured in this country, and has the 
advantage over the ordinary ‘‘soft”’ soap in 
general household use that its composition is 
more uniform. It contains twenty to thirty 
grains excess of potassa to the ounce. 

Unguentum diachyli is not contained in the 
United States Pharmacopeeia, nor in the Dis- 
pensatory; it is now, however, made pretty 
extensively, and is one of the formule contained 
in the University Pharmacopeia. It is made 
thus :— sd 

R. Plumbi oxidi, Ziss 
Olei olive, 3viss. 

The oil should be first mixed with water and 
heated ; then, while fresh water is poured in 
and the mixture stirred, the litharge is gradu- 
= added. 

he method of employing the sapo viridis 
and unguentum diachyli is as follows: A small 
piece of the soap, the size of a nut, is rubbed 
into the skin over the affected part, a little 
water being added from time to time, for ten 
to fifteen minutes. The effect produced’ by 
rubbing with the sapo viridis is the ae 
down of any vesicles that may be present, an 
clearing away of the débris of epithelium, 
crusts, etc. The surface of the diseased skin 
under this procedure pours out an abundant 
fluid, and little bleeding points may be seen 
here and there. The skin is now washed 
thoroughly clean with warm water, and care- 
fully dried with a soft towel; it is then ready 
for the ointment. This has been already pre- 
pared for use by spreading it thickly upon 
strips of soft linen two or three inches wide; 
these are now applied to the diseased surface 
and secured in position by a bandage. The 
pain caused by rubbing in the soap becomes 
quickly allayed, and relief follows. This appli- 
cation of sapo viridis and unguentum diachyli 
should occupy, if properly carried out, nearly 
an hour in its performance, and should be 
repeated morning and evening. It is useless 
to attempt this method of treatment unless it 
can be carefully carried out, and it is only 
—_ in cases where the disease is strictly 
ocal. 

After two or three weeks of treatment, im- 
provement, as a rule, ceases, and a change must 
be made. The following ointment is usually 
useful at this stage :~ , 

R. Picis liquide, 
Cerat. simplicis, 3j. M. 
or some other ointment, as the dilute nitrate of 
mercury, or red oxide of mercury ointment, may 
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be employed. With one of these the cure of 
the patient can eaconger | be completed. 

Different patients will be found to vary as 
regards toleration of ointments. One will im- 
prove under an ointment containing four 
drachms of tar to the ounce, while for another 
half a drachm to the ounce is as strong as can 
be borne. 





Periscope. 187 


In regard to lotions, little has been said. 
These are not often used in eczema of the leg, 
unless the disease be very acute. 

It is worth careful study to be able to cure 
a case of chronic eczema rubrum of the leg. 
The disease is one difficult to treat unless thor- 
oughly understood. 
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PERISCOPE. 


Rheumatoid Arthritis and its Treatment. 


The following clinical case of this trouble- 
some complaint we extract from the Lancet. It 
was under the care of Dr. Pollock, at Charing 
Cross Hospital :— 

C. H. P., aged twenty-nine years, admitted 
December 2d, when the following notes were 
made:—Was a clerk in a public institution, 
where the hours were long and the work was 
heavy. He had often written over twelve hours 
a day. Five years ago he had an attack of 
acute rheumatism (at least so it appeared), but 
without any heart affection. Said he never had 
syphilis or gonorrhcea. 

On the 16th of September last he had an at- 
tack of “ rheumatism,” first affecting the middle 
joint of the right ring finger, the right knee 
and foot. He also stated that he had some 
affection of his eyes, which caused temporary 
blindness. He was laid up for two months, 
during which time the right knee was much 
swollen, and became partly flexed, owing to con- 
traction of the tendons; but it subsequently 
straightened again. The condition of the right 
hand was as follows :—At first the inter-phalan- 
geal joint of the ring finger became painful ; 
then that of the middle finger, and finally that 
of the index finger. The pain was accompanied 
by much swelling. At the end of two months 
all the pain and swelling disappeared, except 
from the band, but the knee-joint remained 
somewhat stiff. 

On admission, the right hand presented the 
deformity characteristic of rheumatoid arthritis. 
The metacarpo-phalangeal joints, with the ex- 
ception of that of the little finger, were stiff, 
painful, and swollen; the fingers were mark- 
edly turned to the ulnar side of the hand. The 
pain was especially bad at night. The patient 

id not perspire at all. The tongue was coated, 
the bowels rather costive, urine natural, appe- 
tite pretty good. Heart and lung sounds nor- 
mal. Temperature normal. Ordered fifteen 
drops of colchicum wine, five grains of iodide of 
potassium, and equal parts of cinchona and 
thubarb and potash mixture, three times a day, 
and an alkaline lotion to be applied on lint to 
the knuckles of the right band. 





In a/ few days he was somewhat better. 
Tongue cleaner ; knee quite well. Ordered six 
drops of diluted sulphuric acid, three grains of 
sulphate of iron, and six grains of sulphate of 
quinine, three times a day. To continue the 
alkaline lotion, which seems to give great re- 
lief. The swollen joints to be painted occasion- 
ally with iodine liniment. The right hand to 
be kept absolutely at rest. 

December 19th.—Much better. Left the 
hospital by his own desire. 

On December 21st he was readmitted. The 
metacarpo-phalangeal joints of the right hand 
were worse, more swollen and painful. He 
thought he had caught cold. Tongue a good 
deal coated, and bowels confined. Ordered a 
mixture containing ammonia, rhubarb, and pot- 
ash, three times a day. To go on with alkaline 
lotion. 

27th.—Somewhat better. To take the iron 
and quinine mixture again. 

January llth, 1876.—The swelling has 
greatly diminished in the inflamed joints, and 
the pain has nearly gone. He can write pretty 
well now. Joints to be painted with iodine 
liniment. 

14th.—Discharged at his own wish; very 
much better. 

With reference to this case, Dr. Pollock ob- 
serves that rest was of great importance to the 
treatment, the joints always becoming more 
inflamed after much movement. As soon as 
the digestive organs will allow, there is no 
treatment so successful as the administration of 
large doses of iron and quinine for a lengthened 
period, which should be given directly after 
meals, and never on an empty stomach. The 
alkaline lotion, and subsequently the iodine 
paint, would seem to have been of considerable 
service. 





The Treatment of Diphtheria. 


On this subject, Dr. William Yeats writes, in 
the Edinburgh Medical Journal, after describ- 
ing some cases:—Regarding the treatment, 
more dependence was placed in the general 
than in the local. The general treatment was 
stimulating in the full sense of the term. Nu- 
trition was directed to be administered assida- 
ously night and day. Strong beef-tea, raw 
eggs beaten up, Liebig’s extract of meat, and 
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milk, were the principal foods. Port, sherry and 
champagne, whichever was most agreeable, 
were given in wineglassful doses every three 
hours, day and night; and half that quantity 
to children. The medicinal treatment consisted 
of iron and chlorate of potash combined. The 
iron treatment was introduced by the brothers, 
Mr. Hamilton Bell, of Edinburgh, and Dr. C. 
Bell. The form and mode in which it was ad- 
ministered was this:—As soon as a case came 
under my notice, I prescribed, for adults, ten- 
— doses of the strong liq. ferri perchloridi, 
with ten to fifteen-grain doses of chlorate of 
potash, to be taken in a wineglassful of water 
every two hours, until decided improvement 
was evident, when the interval was prolonged. 
The dose was modified for children, of course. 
Vomiting was usually set up by the first two 
or three doses, but the patient, being warned 
of this, was instructed to persevere, and after- 
ward there was no trouble in this way. Con- 
stipation was rarely complained of, and when 
it did happen, a little glycerine added to each 
dose obviated the difficulty. The local treat- 
ment, which at first was employed, consisted of 
@ strong solution of iodine, viz. :— 


R. Iodine, gr.xlviij 
Potassii iodidi, -XXiV 
Sp. vini rectificati, E 

This was painted on the affected parts of the 
throat daily, and seemed to be very useful. 
But finding the internal exhibition of iron so 
satisfactory, I adopted its local application 
also, in the following form :—Liq. ferri per- 
chloridi and glycerine, in equal parts, which 
was brushed over the exudations daily. The 
glycerine helps to dissolve the slough, and the 
iron, I think, hardens the subjacent surface, 
and considerably modifies further exudation. 
Whenever laryngeal symptoms were observed, 
the patient was immersed in a warm bath for 
five or six minutes, then wrapped, undried, in a 
warm blanket, to induce free action of the skin, 
which was kept up by hot-water bottles placed 
about it. This was immediately followed by an 
emetic of sulphate of copper in five-grain doses to 
children, which usually induced free vomiting in 
the course of five minutes ; the throat was then 
well swabbed with either of the local applica- 
tions, and very soon the most harassing symp- 
toms were relieved. If there was any return, 
the same treatment was repeated. The results 
were very gratifying, indeed. In one case 
vomiting could not be excited by any means ; 
but the strength, on the other hand, was well 
maintained, and the child recovered after two 
weeks’ illness. 





Dr. Brown-Sequard on Paralysis. 


The eminent physiologist, Dr. Brown-Séquard, 
delivered a short course of lectures at the Royal 
College of Physicians, London, in which he 

roposes an entirely new theory of the mechan- 
ism of ee from brain disease, and a new 
basis of treatment. He repudiates the old doc- 
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trine of the causation of paralysis. According 
to the old doctrine, ae depends on disease 
or injury (usually hemorrhage) affecting some 
part which is a generator of will-force, or a 
conductor of it. He repudiates, also, the doo. 
trine that recent observers have tried to estab- 
lish—to wit, that there are centres of force in 
the brain which preside over the movements of 
specific parts of the body. By a large series of 
experiments and clinical evidence he proves 
that any muscle may be paralyzed by disease or 
injury of any part of the brain ; and conversely, 
that at times any part of the brain may be in- 
jured or diseased without any special paralysis, 

hus he disposes of the old idea that paralysis 
is essentially caused by disease of a special part 
that generates or conducts will-force. The 
theory he would substitute is that disease or in- 
jury of the brain has a diffusive inhibitory 
action radiating from, or passing in definite 
channels down, certain columns of the spinal 
cord. This recalls a theory of paralysis pro- 

ounded nearly forty years ago by Mr. Herbert 

ayo, and which is thus expressed in his 
“ Pathology ’:—“ Palsy from cerebral disease 
is not caused by the interruption of an accus- 
tomed stimulus, but by a new and withering 
influence transmitted to the origins of the 
nerves.” It will be seen that, on this theory, 
paralysis is not an interception of force, nor a 
supression of it at a supposed centre, but a kind 
of blight or an inhibition sent from an injured 
brain to the nervous cells generally. Clearly, 
if this be true, treatment must have a new 
basis. It is of no use to treat the cause, for 
that is spent; the brain lesion is unalterable. 
But the parts which conduct will-force to the 
paralyzed muscles, and which are secondarily 
affected, must be restored to their functions as 
energetically as possible. The effect must be 
combated. Such is a nutshell view of these 
highly interesting and practically important 
lectures. 





The Management of Diphtheritic Paralysis. 


The eminent Sir John Rose Cormack says on 
this subject, in the Edinburgh Medical Jour- 
nal :— 

Iron is particularly indicated in diphtheritic 
paralysis, as the patients are always anwmic. 
There are few cases in which its administration 
does not prove itself in an obvious manner to 
be useful in a high degree. Sometimes it is 
only borne in very small doses. 

ux vomica, either in the form of extract or 
the liquor strychniz of the British Pharmaco- 
poia, taken daily, with some ordinary combina- 
tion of laxatives, such as the compound rhubarb 
pill of the British Pharmacopeeia, ought to 
constitute a part of the treatment in nearly 
every case. It increases the peristaltic action 
of the intestine, imparts expulsive and retentive 
power to the bladder, and likewise has a gen- 
eral influence in improving innervation. The 
dose ought to be moderate, for large doses prove 
too exciting to the nervous system, and so tend 
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to exhaust rather than invigorate its flagging 
powers. From half a grain to two grains of 
the extract once a day, with or without the 
occasional or constant addition of from five to 
ten drops of the liquor strychniz two or three 
times a day, are suitable doses. 

Local treatment is of the most importance 
with a view to direct toward the wasted and 
wasting muscles a greater supply of blood, and 
thereby improve their nutrition. Occasional 
blisters act tej Beem in this way; but 
they must not be relied on to the exclusion of 
the constant use of stimulating pastes or lini- 
ments. I do not know of any local stimulant 
more efficacious, or better adapted for continu- 
ous use, than a ginger and mustard paste. The 
object of using the paste is to maintain a warm 
glow in the skin without vesicating it. The 
potency of the paste must therefore be pro- 

rtioned to the susceptibility of the skin. 

y applying too powerful a stimulant to an 
extensive cutaneous surface, we may be obliged 
to suspend the local treatment, and so impede 
the progress of the cure. In some excitable 
patients who cannot bear long-continued coun- 
ter-irritation of the skin, a gentle kneading of 
the paralyzed muscles three or four times in the 
twenty-four hours will be found useful asa 
means of directing a supply of blood to them. 
In such cases, r each kneading, a moder- 
ately stimulating liniment containing a small 
quantity of laudanum may be applied with 
great benefit. The laudanum prevents an un- 
easy bruised feeling, which is often complained 
of after the kneading, and in irritable subjects 
is apt to induce restlessness and insomnia. 

Galvanic excitement of contraction in the 


ag 4 muscles is often decidedly useful ; 


ut itis a measure which requires to be em- 

ployed with moderation and at intervals of 
about twenty-four hours. If resorted to too 
early, or too freely, it exhausts the nervous 
power of the affected muscles. 





Treatment of Sprain. 


The surgeon, Mr. John Gorham, writes to 
the Lancet :-— 

Mr. Aston Key used to say in his 
lectures: “‘ When called to a sprain you may 
apply heat or cold, according to the feelings of 
your patient; but, on the whole, I recommend 

ot applications.” For thirty years it has been 
my practice to follow my leader, and to use 
heat inevery case. There can be little doubt 
that the rest enjoined and instinctively em- 
ployed by the patient, whether enjoined or not, 

as much to do with the result in either case, 
and it is equally true, according to my experi- 
ence, that by far the best adjuvant to rest is 
heat and moisture properly applied. I use the 
“properly” advisedly, because for a long 
period the topical treatment was’ neither hot 
nor cold, but a compound of the two—blowing 
hot and cold, as it is said, and this from sheer 
carelessness. A flannel steeped in hot water 
was used by the advocates of the hot system ; 


¢ 
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lint saturated in cold water by those who 
adhered to the cold. By midnight, in either 
ease, the application had become lukewarm, 
and the case might be said to have been con- 
ducted through its stages by rest plus moisture, 
regardless of temperature. That the employ- 
ment of rest was the almost sole and efficient 
agent in the cure may be inferred from the 
labors of Mr. Hilton, who, by his writings, has 
emphasized this element, rest, as one of the 
most powerful in the agenda of surgery. But 
to return. Heat and moisture, if applied in a 
slovenly way, will mar the whole. For a 
sprained ankle, take a piece of lint of such size 

at when folded thrice it shall be four inches 
wide and twenty inches long—sufliciently wide 
and long, in other words, to completely en- 
velop the joint; let this be soaked in boiling 
water, squeezed out gently, and applied to the 
limb. Next, take a piece of thin gutta-percha 
shaving or oiled silk, two inches wider than the 
folded lint, on which it is laid, with a margin 
an inch wide above and below, which lies in 
contact with the skin and prevents evaporation. 
Lastly, over the whole apply a bandage, and 
tie the limb on a pillow with two pieces of tape. 


Dog’s Milk in Rickets. 


The Gazette Hebdomadaire states that it is 
the custom among the women of Monttrun, in 
Dauphiné, to continue suckling for two years 
and a half to three years, with the idea of pre- 
venting another pregnancy; and if the intant 
dies, the mother either adopts another, or takes 
a PrEpy into her family to carry on the process. 
A ese puppies suffer from rickets, which 
resembles exactly the rickets of children, except 
that the deformity is never afterward remedied. 
These observations, and the fact that the dogs 
always recovered under the influence of their 
own mothers’ milk, induced M. Bernard to 
submit a rickety female child of twenty-six 
months to the dog’s-milk cure. A powerful 
bitch was provided to act as wet-nurse for the 
child, and after from two to three months of 
this method of imbibing nourishment, the 
swelling of the epiphyses and the bending of 
the bones had notably diminished, the muscles 
were stronger, and at the end of the time the 
child could stand and take a few steps. The 
health of the patient was, at the end of one 
hundred days, extremely good; a slight curve 
of the femur and sternum being the only 
remains of the deformity, and the cure was 
permanent. He has adopted the treatment 
successfully in six other cases, and he expresses 
the belief that it will give encouraging results. 





The Glyoogenic Power of the Liver. 


Dr. Abeles, in the Wien. Med. Jahrbuch, says 
that when a liver was put in em water im- 
mediately after an animal was killed, the decoc- 
tion was free from sugar, in this respect thus 
confirming Schiff, Ritter, and others, who came 





to an opposite result to that obtained by Pavy. 
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If the liver is not put into the water with suffi- 
cient rapidity a sugar-producing ferment is 
formed. When the decoction is allowed to re- 
main over night at a temperature under 10° C., 
sugar is found in it on the following morning, 
from which it is inferred that a ferment has 
formed in the cold decoction. A sugar-produc- 
ing ferment was isolated from a decoction of 
liver, and in a less active form from decoction of 
muscle. From the experiments it is inferred 
that the ferment is a post-mortem product. 

By another series of experiments Abeles tries 
to show that glycogen is not converted into 
sugar by the blood. The inferences drawn 
from them are that, 1. A solution of glycogen 
injected into the blood-vessels was not followed 
by a greater proportion of sugar in the urine 
than when an equal quantity of water was in- 
jected. 2. When glycogen was injected subcu- 
taneously there was no sugar found in the 
urine. 3. The blood has not the power of con- 
verting glycogen into sugar. Investigations 
regarding the condition of the circulation under 
various artificial influences can thus teach us 
nothing regarding the nature of diabetes. It is 
of no consequence, as far as this point is con- 
cerned, whether a greater quantity of venous or 
arterial blood flows through the liver, because 
the blood is in itself not an agent in the produc- 
tion of sugar. If certain injuries to the nervous 
system are followed both by dilatation of the 
arteries in the liver and by diabetes, these 
effects may not be in the relation of cause and 
effect, but be both produced by the same cause. 
The author concludes by stating that no known 
fact enables us to state with certainty that the 
sugar in the diabetic urine of a person suffering 
from that disease was ever present in the liver 
as glycogen. 





New Operation for the Obliteration of Depressed 
catrices. 


Dr. William Adams, in the British Medical 
Journal, April 29th, describes a new operation 
for the removal of those unsightly cicatrices 
which so frequently follow the laden of 
glandular abscesses in the neck. In women 
their occurrence is specially unfortunate. The 
results attained in the cases reported are very 
satisfactory, the operation having in one in- 
stance been done nine years previously without 
any recurrence of the depression. The proceed- 
ing recommended is briefly as follows:—1l. In 
subcutaneously dividing all the deep adhesions 
of the cicatrix by a tenotomy knife, introduced 
a little beyond the margin of the cicatrix, and 
carried down to its base. 2. In carefully and 
thoroughly everting the depressed cicatrix, 
turning it, as it were, inside out, so that the 
cicatricial tissue remains prominently raised. 
3. In passing two hare-lip pins or finer needles 
through the base at right angles to each, so as 
to maintain the cicatrix in its everted and 
raised form for three days. 4. In removing 
the needles on the third day and allowing the 
cicatricial tissue, now somewhat swollen, succu- 
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lent and infiltrated, gradually to fall down to 
the proper level of the surrounding skin. 





On Biliary Colic. 


In a recent address, Dr. Gordon, of Dublin, 
states that biliary colic might be mistaken 
for cholera. Some time ago he was called to 
see a lady who, he was told, had been suffering 
from a sudden attack of cholera, but on exam- 
ining her he had no doubt it was biliary colic. 
She suffered from extreme and continuous 
vomiting, coldness of surface and collapse, 
which would have led some to suppose that she 
was suffering from cholera. The intermissions 
of pain and collapse were very marked, the re- 
coveries from collapse being followed by attacks 
of intense pain, and these again being succeeded 
by collapse. During the attacks of pain, which 
were very agonizing, he administered chloro- 
form pretty freely, and at length with perfect 
success. He concluded that while she was 
under the influence of chloroform the spasms 
subsided, and at length the calculus passed 
through. He administered the chloroform 
four different times, as fast as she came out 
of the collapse, and it proved most successful. 


Reviews AND Book NOTICEs. 


NOTES ON CURRENT MEDICAL 
LITERATURE. 

——tThe “ Ready Reference List,” for physi- 
cians, by Richard J. Dunglison, mM. D., is a 
publication of 54 pages octavo, containing 4 
large number of advertisements of such things 
as physicians want: books, drugs, surgical 
instruments, serials, etc. It also embraces 4 
number of tables, and memoranda of practical 
value. The work is intended to appear annu- 
ally, and to be distributed quite generally. 

——tThe Annual Address before the Phila- 
delphia County Medical Society this year was 
by Dr. Wm. Goodell. His subject was the life 
and writings of Louise Bourgeois, midwife to 
Marie de Medici, queen of Henry rv of France. 
As a curious chapter in the history of obstet- 
trics, it will be read with pleasure by culti- 
vators of this branch. 

—Dr. L. Duncan Bulkley, of New York, 
in a reprint from the American Practitioner, 
gives an analysis of 617 cases of skin disease, 
with brief notes of the remedies he has found 
most efficacious (pp. 41; G. P. Patnam’s Sons, 
New York). We also acknowledge a “ Clinical 
Lecture on Herp2s Zoster,” received from the 
same author. 
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—tThe value of pneumatic aspiration is 
ably set forth in a paper read before the Medi- 
eal and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, by 
Dr. Frank Donaldson, of Baltimore, giving the 
statisties of 37 operations of thoracentesis by 
this method. No inconvenience, beyond, in a 
few cases, a slight cough, resulted in every in- 
stance. (pp. 8, from the author.) 


—Contributions to Medicine and Surgery. 
By N. L. Folsom, a. p., of Portsmouth, N. H 
pp. 26. Price 50 cents. The author gives very 
short notes of a number of cases he has 
operated upon, during the last thirty years, and 
quotations from articles he has written. Some 
of them do not seem to have much point; for 
instance: ‘‘ September, 1867, I operated success- 
fully for strabismus on’ Miss Staples. The eye 
had turned in, since her youth, to adult age.” 
This is all we hear of Miss Staples and her 
remarkable eye, which turned in to age, as the 
doctor writes it. Some other cases are better 
told and better worth telling. 

—tThe Proceedings of the Medical Society 
of the County of Kings, for August, 1876, is 
largely taken up with an article on filth in 
towns, by Dr. B. A. Segur. He presents the 
subject forcibly. 





BOOK NOTICES. 


Hay Fever, or Summer Catarrh: Its Nature and 

Treatment. Including the early form, or 

“ Rose Cold ;”’ the later form, or “Autumnal 

Catarrh ;” and a middle form, or “July Cold,” 

hitherto undescribed. By George M. Beard, 

A.M.,M.D. New York, Harper & Bros., 1876. 

1 vol. 8vo, pp. 266. 

The topic Dr. Beard has chosen is one of a 
good deal of popular interest, and we must say 
he has added considerably to the facts in regard 
toit. To obtain new and authentic material, 
he put himself in connection with the Secretary 
of the ‘ United States Hay Fever Association” 
(to which he dedicates his book), and forwarded 
circulars to all sufferers from all forms of this 
periodic complaint whom he could hear of. 
These circulars contained along list of questions, 
the replies to which he has carefully analyzed 
and consolidated. : 

The results cannot be considered very satis- 
factory to hay-fever sufferers. The disease 
is stated to be a neurosis, and to its full 
development in any case the factors of heredi- 
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tary predisposition, heat, and a specific exciting 
cause are essential. No general remedy for it 
is known. Individuals can by observation, and 
trying first one measure and then another, prob- 
ably discover a relief for their particular trou- 
bles, but what helps one, does another no good 
atall. It is mostly a disease of civilization 
and culture, being very rare among the labor- 
ing classes, and unknown in savage states. 

A long list of therapeutic agents which have 
been employed at various times is inserted, 
from which the practitioner or patient can 
select, and try until he hits one which suits 
his case. 

Transactions of the Kentucky State Medical Soci- 
ety, 1876. Paducah, Ky. pp. 162. 

This neatly printed volume contains the 
minutes of the proceedings, the address of the 
president, and a number of papers by various 
members, which may be briefly recapitulated. 
Dr. L. P. Yandell gives a sketch of the medical 
literature of Kentucky, and some notes on 
dermatology ; Dr. C. H. Todd defends the Code 
of Ethics; Dr. F. C. Wilson describes the 
methods of transfusion ; the advantages of hy- 
podermic medication are set forth by Dr. B. 
Saunders ; Dr. J. A. Larrabee has an article on 
the treatment of scarlet fever, and another on 
epidemics ; Dr. J. W. Compton discusses the 
relative merits of cinchonidia and quinia; 
chronic suppuration of the middle ear is de- 
scribed by Dr. M. F. Coomes; Dr. J. F. Octer- 
lony recites the diagnostic points in syphil- 
itic affections of the skin; Dr. A. Given extols 
veratrum viride in pneumonia; Dr. John L. 
Dismukes contributes a case of cranial surgery ; 
and Dr. John L. Cook speaks of capillary bron- 
chitis. 

Transactions of the Medical and Chirurgical Fac- 
ulty of Maryland, at its Seventy-eighth An- 
nual Session, April, 1876. 8vo, pp. 166. 

A considerable portion of the volume is occu- 
pied with the minutes and reports of commit- 
tees. The oration on ‘‘ The Degree of Certainty 
in Therapeutics” displays the usual rather 
oppressive erudition of its fertile author. 
Dr. Donaldson’s paper on Thoracentesis is men- 
tioned elsewhere. Other contributors are Dr. 
J. Van Bibber, on Peripheral Paralysis; Dr. J. 
E. Gibbons, on Empyema; Dr. A. B. Arnold, on 
Phthisis ; Dr. J. S. Conrad, on the Legal Rela- 
tions of Insanity; Dr. W. C. Van Bibber, on 
Abdominal Disease, etc. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS 


Will hold its session in this city next week, 
commencing on Monday. The interest which 
it has excited, both in our own country and 
among our European cotemporaries, has been in 
proportion to the important work it has before it. 

While, perhaps, in the selection of topics for 
discussion, there is occasional room for the criti- 
cism that the international character of the 
meeting has not been sufficiently kept in view, 
and that some subjects have been omitted which 
by all means should have come up for discussion ; 
nevertheless, the abstracts of opening remarks 
which have already been published show that 
nothing sectional nor local will occupy the 
time of the members, but questions as broad 
and general as science itself. 

Abundant preparations have been made by 
the profession of the city, as well as by several 
liberal private gentleman not connected with it, 
to sustain the reputation for hospitality which 
Philadelphia has long enjoyed. A moderate 
amount of social enjoyment and unoflicial inter- 
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course is essential to obtain one of the best 
results of such meetings, i. ¢., a personal ac- 
quaintance leading to friendship and mutual 
respect, and thus to the exclusion of acrimony 
from scientific discussions. 
eS Ta wT 
THE IMPORTANCE OF FORESTS TO NATIONAL 
HEALTH AND WEALTH. 

The combined scientific and sanitary bodies 
of this country should enter a protest against 
the constant destruction of our forests. Mere 
sentiment need not prompt to the cry of “ spare 
the trees.” Quite apart from the loss of the 
picturesque and attractive, the denudation of 
the soil has results of the most serious charac- 
ter on national health and national wealth. 


To refer to the latter first, a most conclusive 
instance of it on a gigantic seale is the desola- 
tion of millions of squares miles in the Caspian 
basin, and Southern Europe. The increasing 
aridity has there been traced directly to the 
cutting away of the forests. It is now proposed 
to remedy this by a monster canal from the 
Black Sea, at an enormous cost and with ques- 
tionable results. 

Again, in Southern Italy, where the forests 
which once clothed the Apennines long since 
fell beneath the axe, desolation dwells on many 
a spot whose fertility was sung by the poets of 
ancient Rome. 

A more recent and nearer instance can be 
furnished: The bulletin of the Torrey Botani- 
cal Club contains a suggestive paragraph in 
reference to the influence of trees upon rain 
and atmospheric moisture, as shown by the 
experience of the island of Santa Cruz, in the 
West Indies. This island was a garden of 
freshness, beauty and fertility twenty years 
ago; it was covered with woods, trees were 
everywhere abundant, and rains were profuse 
and frequent. The forests and trees have been 
cut away, rain-falls have ceased, and the pro- 
cess of desiccation, beginning at one end of the 
island, has advanced gradually and irresistibly 
upon the land, until, for seven miles, it has 











ly 





Sept. 2, 1876.] 


become as dry and barren as the seashore. 
Houses and plantations have been abandoned, 
and the advance of desolation is watched by 
the people, wholly unable to prevent it, but 
knowing almost to a certainty the time when 
their own habitations, their gardens and fresh 
fields will be a part of the waste. Indeed, the 
whole island seems doomed to become a desert. 
So much for the consequences on national 
wealth. 


When it comes to health, the evidence is very 
strong that a climate tempered by the presence 
of abundant foliage is every way desirable. The 
beneficial effect of groves on the diminution of 
malaria is so well known that in many locali- 
ties in France, Italy and Northern Africa, they 
have been planted for this purpose alone. The 
Eucalyptus probably does as much through the 
rapidity of its growth as through any specific 
powers it may possess. 

The meteorological conditions of a treeless 
waste are depressing to the spirits and unfavor- 
able to vigor. The races who inhabit such, the 
Tartar tribes of Central Asia for instance, are 
more prone to rheumic diseases of all kinds than 
their neighbors of the wooded slopes. 


To give such consideration a practical bearing, 


& Convention will be held on the 7th and 8th of 
next month, at Sea Grove, below Cape May, 
under the presidency of Mr. A. Wut.up1n, 
where these subjects will be discussed and steps 
taken to protect the forests of our land. Their 


’. action will be watched with interest, and doubt- 


less aided with earnestness by the medical pro- 
fession. The card announcing the meeting 
justly says :— 


“As conserving climatic influences for the 
benefit of the life and health of the people, 
forests are of such importance, that irrespective 
of the vast material and more tangible interests 
involved, we cannot afford longer to delay 
thorough, general and systematic investigation 
of the subject.” 


The success of the meeting will, we trust, be 
proportionate to the importance of the subject. 
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NotTes AND CoMMENTS. 
Life and Brain Work. 

Dr. George F. Beard, of New York, has writ- 
ten various articles to show that hard brain 
workers are unusually long-lived. He gives a 
list of five hundred eminent men whose lives 
average over sixty-four years. The London 
Spectator, reviewing this theory, maintains 
that excessive mental toil must shorten life, 
and did evidently shorten it in the case of 
many of the five hundred cited; but they had 
originally more vigorous constitutions and a 
large amount of vital force, and, by virtue of 
this superior vitality, which explains in part, 
also, their superior brain power, they were 
able to continue hard work even to old age 
before breaking down under the pressure. 

There is something in this, but Dr. Beard’s 
statistical method is much more erroneoas than 
even this criticism shows; he has omitted a 
number of factors which, if considered, entirely 
change the complexion of his statement. We 
have at various times pointed these out. 





Croup and Diphtheria. 

The differences between these two diseases— 
if they are two—have been much discussed of 
late. One observer, Dr. W. Yeats, of Edin- 
burgh, writes on the topic as follows, in the 
Edinburgh Medical Journal :— 

“From the fact that idiopathic croup is not 
epidemic ; that sporadic cases of diphtheria are 
known to occur; that diphtheria is known to 
have been mistaken for croup; and that laryn- 
geal cases of diphtheria occur during epidemics, 
and hasten on to death in some cases before 
pharyngeal changes become developed, I am 
inclined to believe, with Sir William Jenner, 
Dr. George Johnson, Dr. Semple, and others, 
that membranous croup and laryngeal diph- 
theria are identical ; and that idiopathic croup, 
properly so called, consists of two varieties, viz., 
the spasmodic non-inflammatory, and the sim- 
ple catarrhal. The membranous form, whieh 
has hitherto been called idiopathic, I consider 
to be specific.” 

An Ingenious Thermo-Cautery. 

At a meeting of the Obstetrical Society of 
London, Dr. Oscar Prevét, of Moscow, exhibited 
a newly-constructed instrument invented by Dr. 
Paquelin, of Paris. The vapor of petroleum 
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being driven through the handle to the tip of 
the platina stem, which has first been gently 
heated, the bulb becomes incandescent, and may 
be kept so as long as the vapor is supplied by 
means of an india-rubber ball similar to that 
used in Dr. Richardson’s spray-producer. In 
place of the bulbous extremity, others shaped in 
the form of a bistoury, etc., could be employed. 
The instrument was both ingenious and valu. 
able, being very portable, easily got ready for 
use, and producing very little radiation. It 
could be used in all cases where the actual, or 
gas, or galvano-cautery would be employed. 





Curious Case of Abdominal Pregnancy. 

An instance of what is called “ lithopzedion”’ 
was related at a meeting of the Medical Society 
of Vienna in June. Dr. Chiari showed a tumor 
taken from a woman eighty-two years of age, 
who had lately died in the hospital of an attack 
of pneumonia. By the side of the uterus, which 
was very long, a swelling the size of a man’s 
head was found, and on opening it most of the 
parts of a foetus were discovered. The woman 
stated that in 1827 she was for the last time in 
the family way. After the eighth month she 
felt no approaching confinement, and went on 
without experiencing any pain, with a large 
tumor in the abdomen. She never consulted 
any one about it, and lived on for fifty years 
with the unsightly swelling. Dr. Chiari, after 
@ minute examination of the pelvic cavity, con- 
cluded that this was a case of abdominal preg- 
nancy. 





Venous Injections of Chloral. 

This perhaps dangerous practice has been 
recently employed by M. Linhart, a surgeon in 
the Austrian navy. It was a case of the dislo- 
cation of the right shoulder-joint. Reduction 
without anzsthesia was found impossible, and 
as the patient had on two previous occasions 
been narcotized with chloroform, and had suf- 
fered severely from the use of this substance, 
M. Linhart resolved to inject chloral into a 
vein. This was done in the left arm with great 
caution, and the solution was injected so that 
in fourteen minutes about 105 grains of chloral 
were absorbed. Complete anesthesia without 
any reflex movements was thereupon obtained. 
Reduction quite easy. The patient slept for 
half an hour, and on being roused had some 
drink, and fell again to sleep for several hours. 
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No vomiting or any nausea. M. Linhart thinks 
that the man might have been narcotized with 
chloroform, but that he would have required a 
good deal of it, and that the effect, which, with 
the chloral, lasted almost two days, would, with 
the chloroform, have been more transient. 





The Hypodermic Use of Quinine. 


This method of employing quinine, very 
efficacious in some complaints, is found to be 
followed, at times, by troublesome ulcers. Dr. 
R. S. Dawson states in the Lancet that this can 
be avoided by using the quinine in a perfect 
state of solution. ‘That it is the undissolved 
crystals of quinine that caused this suppuration, 
and not the acid contained in the menstruum, 
suggested itself by the fact that ulceration sel- 
dom followed the hypodermic use of the other 
alkaloids, and the solution of quinine being 
almost a saturated sulution, it appeared most 
probable that some portion of the quinine 
remained in suspension undissolved. Acting 
under this conviction, he instituted a series of 
experiments on the living animal, injecting at 
first a weak solution of sulphuric acid, and 
gradually increasing the quantity till it reached 
the strength of the acid. sulph. dil. of the 
British Pharmacopeia—viz., minims one to 
twelve; the only effect produced. being a slight 
blush, which disappeared in forty eight hours. 





Vaginal Poultices. 


At a late meeting of the Société de Thera- 
peutique, Paris, M. Bucquoy related that while 
an interne of Louis he had seen true cataplasms 
applied to the vagina. They were made thin 
and rolled around a small stick, which, having 
served as a means of introducing them, was 
withdrawn. This practice, which was an ex- 
cellent one, seems to have entirely fallen into 
neglect, M. Fournier, of the Lourcine, being 
the only person who now employs vaginal cata- 
plasms. M. Fournier makes use of voluminous 
cataplasms .which quite distend the vagina; 
and he states that he was first induced to resort 
to this practice by having observed the effects 
which had several times resulted from his 
pupils having forgotten to remove large wad- 
ding plugs that had been introduced. In each 
instance these, so far from having acted pre- 
judicially, had proved of service in treating 
vaginitis. 
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The Prevention of Masturbation. 

This injurious habit is often most difficult 
to break. Dr. Yellowlees, of Glasgow, speaks 
of a mode he had tried in a dozen cases, and so 
far as it had gone he was very much satisfied 
with the results. The oldest case was eighteen 
days. The suggestion was founded upon the 
anatomical fact that the prepuce was anatomi- 
‘eally necessary for the erection of the penis. 
Its anatomical use was to give a cover for the 
increased size of the organ. If you prevented 
the prepuce going to that use, you would make 
erection so painful that it would be practically 
impossible, and emission therefore extremely 
unlikely. What he had done was to deal with 
the prepuce at the very root of the glans, to 
pierce it with an ordinary silver needle, the 
ends of which he tied together. He had the 
case of a lad who was so extremely addicted to 
masturbation that his mother begged him to do 
what he could to prevent it. He used the ap- 
paratus first in the case of this boy, with most ex- 
cellent results. He had been masturbating night 
and day, and he was now so well that he was 
working asacarpenter. Dr. Yellowlees further 
said that he had eleven more patients all going 
about with wires in their penises. There was 
only one case where he had to take it off, the 
wire causing a good deal of irritation. 





The One Ultimate Element. 

Some learned chemists, among whom we may 
name the Abbé Moigno, have for some time 
maintained that there is but one truly element- 
ary body in the universe, and that this is 
hydrogen. Other so-called elements are but 
molecular multiples of it. This daring specu- 
lation seems supported by a recent observation. 
In examining spectroscopically the light of 
burning calcium, with the aid of the electric 
arc, Mr. Lockyer finds that, when the tempera- 
ture is sufficiently high, two violet rays ap- 
peared, characteristic of hydrogen. Calcium 
accordingly resolves itself into hydrogen. 





Composition of the Human Body.’ 

A complete analysis of a man, recently made 
by Dr. Lancaster, of London, has been described 
by him in a chemical lecture. The body 
operated upon weighed 158.4 pounds, and the 
lecturer exhibited upon the platform 23.1 pounds 
carbon, 2.2 pounds lime, 22.3 ounces phos- 
phorus, and about one ounce each of sodium, 
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iron, potassium, magnesium, and silicon. Dr. 
Lancaster apologized for not exhibiting 5585 
cubic feet of oxygen, weighing 121 pounds; 
105,000 cubic feet of hydrogen, weighing 15.4 
pounds, and 52 cubic feet of nitrogen, likewise 
obtained from the body, on account of their 
great bulk. All of these elements combine 
into the following: 121 pounds water, 16.5 
pounds gelatine, 52 pounds fut, 8.8 pounds 
fibrin and albumen, 7.7 pounds phosphates of 
lime and other mineral substances. 





Vaccination Preventive of Frambesia. 


One of the English government medical 
reports, edited by Dr. Tilbury Fox, states that 
Mr. N. W. Keelan, medical officer at Dominica, 
W. L., asserts that he has discovered in vaccina- 
tion a certain means of mitigating, if not of 
altogether stamping out, the disease called 
“yaws,” or “‘frambesia.” The grounds on 
which this belief is based are: first, that out of 
several hundreds of cases of yaws attended 
during a series of years, very few, indeed, had 
been vaccinated; secondly, that the few who 
had been vaccinated were attacked very mildly 
by yaws, and were easily cured, the disease 
being apparently modified and much more 
amenable to treatment than the ordinary form ; 
thirdly, that a considerable number of the 
patients who came suffering from yaws were 
vaccinated, but the lymph took effect in only a 
small percentage, though in these cases vaccina- 
tion seemed to act beneficially. 





The Diet for Gout. 

In a note to the British Medical Journal, Dr. 
John Malcolm writes :— 

My attention has been given, for many years, 
to the cause and cure of gout, to which I have 
a hereditary tendency, my father and grand- 
father having suffered greatly from this dis- 
order. I soon ascertained that, by attention to 
diet alone, I could prevent the disease, and for 
more than thirty years I have steadily adhered 
to a diet consisting of farinaceous food and 
fruit, with milk and cream, by which means I 
have escaped any illness. Among my patients, 
I have found that (when I could not induce 
them to give up animal food), by partaking 
only of fish, fowl, and rabbit—white meatse— 
their attacks of gout have been of a milder and 
less frequent character; but in no case have I 
been able to cure the disease unless I could in- 





duce a total abstinence from all flesh-food. 
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Revision of the United States Pharmacopeia. 

The Committee of the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association, who have in charge the re- 
vision of the United States Pharmacopeeia for 
the next edition, recommend the following 
changes :— 

lst.—That all measures of capacity be aban- 
doned. 


2d.—That all substances be weighed, aud. 


that the quantities be given in parts. 

3d.—That ali substances in the United States 
Pharmacopeeia be arranged alphabetically. 

4th.—That the botanical descriptions be made 
more exact and complete. 

5th.—That the formula for the manufacture 
of chemicals which are recognized as produced 
entirely by manufacturing chemists be omitted, 
and that a description of the chemical be sub- 
stituted, with such tests as shall be conclusive as 
to its identity and purity. 

6th.—That it is desirable that there should 
be a larger number of tables for reference intro- 
duced in the United States Pharmacopoeia. 


Post-mortem Condition of Fetal Lungs. 

In Virchow’s Archiv, Dr. Erman, of Hamburg, 
relates the case of a woman who was delivered 
of three seven-and-a-half-months children, two 
coming into the world living, and the third 
being dead born. Both these children cried 
loudly while being washed, their cries being 
heard in another room at some distance off. 
They both died half an hour after they were 
born. At the autopsy it was found that the 
whole of the lung of the one child sank in 
water, even when cut into small pieces; and 
the lung of the other did the same, except as 
regards a very small portion of the edge of one 
of the lungs. The lungs in both were undis- 
tended, dense, and of a bluish color. 


Gelseminum Sempervirens in Neuralgia. 

Dr. Jurasz, of Heidelberg, has used the tine- 
ture in five cases of neuralgia. In the first 
case, five drops three times a day (facial neu- 
ralgia) ; cured in three days. Second case of 
the same kind as the first, four drops three 
times a day; cured in six days. Third case, 
supra-orbital neuralgia, ten drops three times a 
day; cured in four days. Fourth case, 
neuralgia of the fifth pair on both sides, five 
drops every day; cured in two days. Fifth 
case, severe sciatica, eight drops three times a 
day ; almost cured in fifteen days, and complete 
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cure was then obtained by the continuous cur- 
rent and warm baths. The gelseminum failed 
to relieve a hemicrania of old standing, and 
was also unsuccessful in two cases of muscular 
rheumatism. 


o--—---—- 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


THE CENTENNIAL INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION. 


Letter XII. 


FURTHER NOTES ON THE GERMAN MEDI- 
CAL EXHIBITS. 


CENTENNIAL Exursition, Sept. Ist, 1876. 


Ep. Mep. anp Sura. Reporter :— 


The German exhibits have received such a 
scoring from their own critics that it behooves 
us, as a matter of politeness, to say what we can 
in their favor; and in regard to the appliances 
for suffering humanity —die leidendende Mensch- 
heit—both politeness and truthfulness urge 
us to say a good deal that is complimentary. 

Near the large display of musical instru- 
ments, in the German Department of the Main 
building, are, as I once before said, the various 
objects of interest in a medical and surgical 
line. Conspicuous among these are the numer- 
ous inventions of Edward Lipowsky, of Heidel- 
berg, embracing both apparatus for sanitary 
purposes and devices and utensils for the com- 
fort of the sick and wounded. Here we see 
apparatus for all sorts of baths—vapor, douche, 
etc.; commodes of approved — sick, 
dentist, rolling and surgical chairs; fracture 
beds, litters, fracture boxes, suspensory devices, 
and the like. They are all i oaks and well 
upholstered, and the firm is said to have a wide 
reputation for good workmanship. 

Hanging against the south wall, near these 
objects, are a series of diagrams and maps to 
which we would ask the especial attention of 
medical visitors. The most important are the 
graphic representations by Dr. Zuelzer of the 
relative. European mortality statistics from 
various diseases in 1872-74. These relations 
are represented for each large city on a sepa- 
rate sheet, by means of colored cubes, indi- 
cating the mean prevalence of the more import- 
ant diseases, in proportion to population, in 
Berlin, Bremen, Brussels, etc., pending the 
years mentioned. These diseases include 

hthisis, typhus, pneumonia, cholera, heart 
isease, rheumatism, alcoholism, etc. 

Adjoining these colored plates, there are two 
wall maps of Central Europe, including Vienna, 
Berlin, Paris, Brussels, Stockholm and London, 
these cities being connected by a series of curves 
differing in color and in form, the lines being 
variously broken. The one of these shows the 
“hygienic lines” of the German Empire by % 
series of curves connecting the points of equal 
annual mortality. The second map, by the 
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same process, indicates the average annual mor- 
tality from phthisis, typhus and cholera in the 
great capitals for these years. 

Such an admirable and comprehensive method 
of delineating the results of vital statistics 
merits close study. Of course, the general plan 
of representing the relations of numbers by 
areas and colors is familiar to all statisticians ; 
but it were hard to find a better example of its 
application than in these charts by Dr. Zuelzer. 
Before they were forwarded to the Centennial, 
they were exhibited for a time in Berlin, at the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, and received high 
commendation from the medical press. 

Another industry, of which one sees a num- 
ber of evidences of activity in this part of the 
building, are dietetic substances for invalids. 
Malt extract and Liebig’s food are abundantly 
displayed, plain and in combination with iodine, 
iron, quinine, and what-not. Beef extract, by 
other methods, is not wanting. No matter 
whether we maintain that liquor carnis is the 
best food in the world, or whether, with the 
other side, we denounce that opinion as an 
egregious error, and concede that it is only a 
first-class condiment and no food about it, any 
one who has had the luck to quaff a cup of it 
after a twelve hours’ ride fasting, will bless the 
inventor and manufacturer who supplies this 
incomparable roborant. Yours, A. 


Muriate Ammonia in Enlargement of the Spleen. 
Ep. Mep. anv Surc. Reporter :— 


The recent query in your journal, for an effi- 
cient remedy for chronic enlargement of the 
spleen, suggests the following remarks :—The 
frequent hypertrophied state, as it were, of this 
viscus, as a sequel of malarial fever, and its 
indirect result of subsequent disease, per se, to- 
gether with the inefficiency of the usual treat- 
ment in vogue, have unquestionably brought op- 
probrium upon our art. The frequency of 
splenitis in this climate is the invariable result of 
malarial fever (and has given rise to the common 
expression, ‘‘ You have an ague cake,” imply- 
ing that it is the cause, and not the effect of 
disease), and the malady assumes the more 
gravity in proportion to the continuation of the 
cause and the neglect of proper relief. As a 
focus for the transmission of disease itself, 
it cannot be gainsayed, when its relative func- 
tional disturbance in the economy is made 
manifest and is appreciated. The spleen with- 
out a duct is supposed to have no function, but 
to serve simply as a diverticulum to the liver 
and stomach. Carpenter maintained that it, 
under certain circumstances, promotes disinte- 
gration of the red corpuscles. The illustrious 
Professor Dunglison ascribed to it a very im- 
portant part in the function of lymphasis. It 
certainly serves as a great factor, some way, in 
disturbing the equilibrium of the blood, for, 
when there is an interstitial deposit of fibrin 
throughont its structure, from frequent conges- 
tion, quinine and iron fail in toto to exert their 
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restorative power. And, until nature, by its 
very slow recuperative energy, or art, by its 
prompt assistance, restores it to a normal con- 
dition, all our remedial agents are utterly 
futile in removing the chlorotic state of the 
system. The muriate ammonia, as recom- 
mended by Eberle, is the great desideratum. 
As a resolvent, it has in my hands proved 
entirely efficacious. It will give speedy relief 
only when given in purgative doses, thirty or 
forty grains. I make a saturated solution, and 
give a tablespoonful every two hours. Other 
very important adjuvants should not be over- 
looked, such as the iodine ointment, often ap- 
plied over the left hypochondrium, with an oc- 
casional aloetic purge. 
James GuILp, JR., M. D. 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


Sulpho-Carbolate of Soda in Scarlet Fever. 


Ep. Mep. anv Sura. Reporter :— 


In April, 1876, I attended three daughters of 
L. P., aged seventeen, thirteen and two and a 
half years, for malignant scarlet fever, with 
miliary eruption, following diphtheria and 
severe throat complication. For ten days they 
were treated with sulphite of soda, sulphite of 
potassium, carbolic acid, chlorate of potasse 
and glycerin, salicylic. acid, with acetate of 
ammonia and glycerin, alternated with qui- 
nine and muriated tincture of iron; a nourish- 
ing diet, and ice in rubber bags externally. 
The throats were also swabbed every two or 
three hours with eight per cent. of carbolic 
acid in glycerin. They became worse and 
worse, and when at the point of death I 
resorted to the following :— 


RK. Sulpho-carbolate of soda, Ziss 
Aqua flores aurantii, j 
Syrup. pruni virgin., 188 
Syrup. tolu., 588. 

Sig.—One teaspoonful every two hours, and 

half that quantity for the youngest. Also— 


BR. Acid. carbolic. pur., Ziss 
Glycerin pur., 3)- 
Sig —Swab the throat with a large camel’s- 
hair brush, and continue ice externally. 


For ten hours from the first dose of. the 
above mixture great change for the better took 
place, and the two previously suffocating pa- 
tients could again breath easier. With the 
above remedy, general tonic and supporting 
treatment, the two youngest rapidly conva- 
lesced ; but the oldest took pneumonia, compli- 
cated with severe diarrhoea, both of which sub- 
sided under tonic, stimulant and sedative treat- 
ment and generous diet; and she made a goud 
recovery. 

Case 2.—Mrs. M. L.’s son, aged eight, took 
scarlet fever, also with miliary eruption and 
very high fever. I prescribed the above mix- 
ture, to be taken first every two hours, and as 
soon as he was better every three hours. On 
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the sixth day from the first dose he was out of 
bed. The same mixture was given to the other 
three children (in proportion to ages) as a pre- 
ventive, with success. 

Case 3.—In June, 1876, my son, aged five 
months, took the disease, and received the 
remedy in grain doses every three hours, with 
some other ingredients, and made a very good 
and rapid recovery. His brother, aged two 
years, received the same mixture, the dose 
being three and a half grains four times a 
day, without getting the disease. 

JoHN PiIRNAT, M. D. 

Evansville, Indiana. 


The Mad Stone. 


[We insert the following letter, “under all 
reserves,” as the French say, merely stating 
that the writer is a regular physician in good 
standing.—Ep. Reporter. | 


Ep. Mep. anp Sura. REPorTER :— 


The inquiry in your columns in reference to 
the ‘mad stone,” induces me to describe to 
you one now in thistown. Itis owned bya Mr. 
T. Evans, who received it as an heirloom from 
his ancestors. 

Having practiced medicine in this place for 
eleven years, I have had abundant opportunities 
of seeing many cases cured by it, and of wit- 
nessing its beneficial effects on hydrophobia 
and snake bites. The mode of application is to 
scarify the skin and apply the stone; if there is 
any poison it will immediately adhere, so that it 
cannot be detached without great pain until it 
is full, and then it drops off It will adhere 
from twenty minutes to one hour, when it will 
change to a green color. It is then put in 
warm milk and water, which it also changes to 
a green color. The first applications seem to 
cause a great deal of pain. Two weeks ago it 
adhered seventy-eight times in a case of hydro- 
phobia. The case was of a man who had been 
bitten on the arm by a dog, not supposed to be 
mad, some six months ago. When he arrived 
here he had spasms about every fifteen minutes, 
very violent in nature. The first application 
seemed to quiet him, and in twelve hours the 
spasms ceased, the man became rational and 
slept for the first time in four days; in forty- 
two hours he was entirely relieved, the stone 
not adhering 

The stone is of a slate or light color, porous, 
and will weigh from one-half to one ounce. 

Paris, Iowa. M. P. Sicworrs, M. D. 


Fibrous Tumors Caused by Ear-rings. 
Ep. Mep. anp Sure. Reporter :— 

The following case, occurring recently in my 
practice, I conceived, from its rarity and unu- 
sual situation, might be of interest to your 
many readers. I was consulted several days 
since by S. H., in reference to his little girl, 
aged 12 years, with delicate physique, but com- 
parative healthy development. Upon examina- 
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tion I found four tumors growing upon the lobe 
of the ears, both anterior and posterior. They 
were firm to the touch, growing directly oppo- 
site each other, with a broad pedicle which 
seemed continuous one with the other. The 
parents stated that they had been growing 
there for several years; that at the age of six or 
seven her mother had her ears pierced for ear- 
rings, but before they were entirely well she 
inserted an ordinary pair of brass rings; and 
from this time they traced the growth of these 
tumors, enlarging, without pain, inconvenience 
or trouble, save their unsightly appearance, 
resembling, in shape, pears, attached to the lobe 
of the ear by their pedicle. 1 regarded them 
as non-malignant, and advised an operation as 
the only remedy, to which the parents con- 
sented. I operated as follows: Cutting down 
to the lobe on either side, through the base of 
the pedicle, endeavoring as much as possible, 
without deforming the ear (which the parents 
were very anxious to prevent), to eradicate all 
diseased structure. After the operation there 
was no deformity except one ear. In excising 
the largest tumor, which was the size of a hen’s 
egg, there was a small portion of the lobe 
necessary to be removed. 

The hemorrhage was free, but readily arrested 
by cauterization. On cutting into one of the 
tumors, it was white and glistening, ligamentous 
in structure. E. B. Heap, M. dD. 

Franklin, Ky. - 





News AND MIscELLANY. 


The British Medical Association 


Met this year at Sheffield, on Tuesday, the first 
of August. Sir Robert Christison, the retiring 
president, was unable to be present, so that 
the duty of proposing Dr. Bartolomé, of Shef- 
field, as president for the ensuing year, fell upon 
Dr. Chadwick. of Leeds. 

Dr. Bartolomd having taken the chair, and 
made a few remarks with reference to the 
honor that had been conferred upon him, 
delivered the Presidential Address, which was 
largely historic in character, referring to local 
facts. 

The address in medicine was by Dr. Sieve- 
king. He referred to the history of the Associ- 
ation, and the progress of medicine since then, 
illustrating his views by selecting three events 
as of special importance. One of these was the 
founding of the Association, another the in- 
creased attention given to medical education, 
while the third was the publication, in the 
British and Foreign Medical Review, of Sit 
John Forbes’ article, entitled, “ Homoopathy, 
Allopathy and Young Physic.” It ‘‘ was 
essentially a protest against the polypharmacy 
of the day, and a summons to the practitioner 
seriously to consider and studiously to exam- 
ine the resources and the methods of treatment 
at his command.” Though the arguments 
used were, in reality, “old as the hills,” 
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and most of the doctrines such as few would 
now hesitate to subscribe to, yet the publica- 
tion of the article then “ startled the profession 
like a thunder-clap,”’ and “ shook the withering 
tree of routine.” While laying bare the falsity, 
errors and absurdities of homeopathy, it 
showed also the dangers and mischief of the 
heroic methods of treatment, and drew atten- 
tion anew to the curative powers of nature, and 
the value of “Dr. Diet, Dr. Quiet and Dr. 
Merryman.” Thus Forbes and his coadjutors 
“challenged their contemporaries to a more 
reasonable inquiry into the nature and history 
of disease, and the real value of the various 
agents at our command for its removal.” And 
in consequence of the more scientific develop- 
ment of medicine, what practical results have 
accrued to the community at large! ‘ Look at 
the increased duration of life wherever the 
medical man has been listened to; to the 
enormously increased value of life in the 
army; to the general reduction of the death- 
rate; the check put upon the inroads of disease 
in many noxious trades and occupations ; the 
reduction—nay, almost the arrest—of mor- 
tality in some diseases that, under ‘heroic’ 
treatment, more frequently succumbed than 
recovered—diseases of the head, of the chest, 
of the abdominal viscera.” 

The address in surgery, by Mr. Favell, of 
Sheffield, was eminently sound, sensible and 
practical, and though containing very little 
new material, included (as the speaker sug- 
gested) much that was useful and would bear 
investigation. 

A communication, of unusual value, consisted 

of a report, by Dr. Rutherford, on further ex- 
periments as to the influence of drugs on the 
secretion of bile. The substances selected this 
time were equally important with those already 
examined, and the results equally interesting. 
Many of them were quite new, and consequently 
all the more valuable. Foremost among them 
were certain remedies of American origin, com- 
monly called eclectic. These go by names else- 
where associated with nearly pure products, 
but, as used by the eclectic body, are little 
better than crude extracts more or less dried. 
The so-called eclectic class of practitioners are 
not educated men, and the properties attributed 
by them to the drugs they use must always be 
regarded with some suspicion. Certain of these 
drags Dr. Rutherford has taken and thoroughly 
examined. The results he has obtained have 
been most striking, some, as euonymin, proving 
really wonderful stimulants to the secretion of 
bile. Another curious fact he has made out is that 
the salts—say the sulphate—of potash or soda 
are more decidedly stimulant to the bile secre- 
tion than is that of magnesia. 
_ The observations of Dr. Brown-Séquard on 
inhalation as a therapeutic agent attracted a 
fairly large audience; and the address of Dr. 
Carpenter, on Public Medicine, was listened to 
attentively, and with marked appreciation. 

There was an important discussion, on Thurs- 
day, on trade diseases. This was opened by 
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Dr. Charles Hall, of Sheffield, who has been for 
many years in practice there, and whose ac- 
quaintance with the grinders’ diseases is both 
wide and intimate. The other papers which 
were contributed, but which were not all sup- 
ported by the presence of their authors, were— 
“On French Millstone-Makers’ Phthisis ;’’ Dr. 
Purdon, of Belfast, ‘‘On the Effects of Flax 
Dust on the Lungs;” Dr. Berridge, of Aber- 
deen, ‘On the Phthisis of Granite Masons ;”’ 
Dr. Elam, formerly of Sheffield, ‘On the Pres- 
ence and Tolerance of Foreign Matter in the 
Lung ;” Dr. Arlidge, of Newcastle-under-Lyme 
“On Potters’ Disease and a Demonstration of 
Dr. Richardson’s Respirator.” 

Mr. Holthouse, in the Public Health section, 
sent notes on twelve months’ experience of the 
treatment of inebriates. Several other practi- 
cal papers, on the Contagious Diseases Acts, on 
the lesisletios measures necessary to arrest the 
spread of infectious disease, etc., were also 
brought forward in this section, but no time ex- 
isted for the discussion of any of them. 

It may be remembered that last year there 
was some little difficulty about the admission of 
female practitioners to the privileges of mem- 
bership, and it was then arrangec that a vote 
of the Association should be taken, by means of 
circulars, on the subject. Upward of 6000 of 
these were sent out, and more than 4000 were 
returned: of these 3073 contained a distinct 
“no;” only 1051 said “ yes *—numbers show- 
ing tolerably clearly the general opinion of the 
profession as hone the medical sisterhood. 

The members were very hospitably enter- 
tained by the citizens of Sheffield. At the ad- 
jourment the duty of selecting a place for the 
next meeting was left to the Council. 


Prize Question. 


Some recent criminal procedures in France 
having shown that microscopists are still unde- 
cided whether the blood corpuscles of the fostus 
differ in volume _ those of the “ee = 
following question has been proposed by the 
Socié:é be Medecine et de Chirurgie de Bor- 
deaux :—'‘ The microscopic study of the human 
blood, fresh and dry, ot the foetus and adult, 
compared with that of other mammals, from the 
modico-legal point of view.” The prize of 1000 
francs is to be decreed at the close of 1879. 


The Temple of Esculapius, 


At Athens, has “been partially disinterred. 
Several inscriptions have been found. One 
engraved stone affords us the greater part of a 
relief, representing two persons—the one erect 
and touching the other with his hand, the 
second half sitting and half reclining on a 
conch. The figures are much effaced, espe- 
cially that of the second person ; but the work 
appears to have been excellent.” 
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International Medical Congress. 


The subscribers to the fund for the entertain- 
ment of this body are hereby informed that they 
will receive their invitations at an early day for 
the reception to be given in the Judge’s Hall, 
Centennial grounds. Those who have not sub- 
scribed are requested to do so at once, that the 
committee may complete their work in time. 

American Medical Association and Canadian 

Medical Association. 


The committees appointed by the two bodies 
in 1875 to confer upon the relations of the two or- 
anizations, will meet at the Jefferson Medical 
ollege at 12 m. on Saturday, Sept. 2d, 1876. 
Every member is earnestly desired to be 
present. Wu. B. Arxinson. 


The ‘‘ City of Health.” 


Dr. B. W. Richardson’s proposal for a “‘ City 
of Health,” mooted by him in the autumn of 
last year, is about to be tried practically. A 
site has been secured on the coast of Sussex, 
where the sanitary city will be laid out, and in 
due time erected. Dr. Richardson has given 
his countenance to the scheme, and will super- 
vise the ‘sanitary arrangements, 


Ophthalmological Congress, New York. 


The meetings of this Congress are to be held 
in New York on September 12, 13, and 14. A 
large gathering of ophthalmologists from all 
parts of the world is expected, and we doubt 
not that the meeting will be highly successful. 


Personal. 


—Maximilian Joseph Chelius, an eminent 
ophthalmic surgeon and physician of Heidel- 
berg, died recently in that city. He was born 
at Manheim, in the Grand Duchy of Baden, in 
1794, studied in Heidelberg, and received the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine at an early age. 
In 1817 he was elected Assistant Professor of 
Medicine at Heidelberg, and two years later he 
became principal professor there. His best 
known work is a “ Manual of Surgery,’ pub- 
lished in 1843-45. He also wrote a number of 
other works, all of which are highly valued by 
the profession. 


—In spite of frequent reports to the contrary, 
the health of Pius 1x is excellent, considering 
his age; a little general debility and a kind of 
a being the only things observable. The 

eat, which drives everybody else away from 
Rome, suits him: and the swelling of the legs, 
from which he suffers, disappears in summer. 


—The Gazette Hebdomadaire remarks that the 
humble medical student who in 1872 supported 
himself in a poor hotel in the Rue de la Harpe 
by translating the works of Voltaire, Rousseau 
and Velpeau into Italian—General Cialdini—is 
shortly to return to Paris, this time as the Ital- 
ian ambassador. 
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—Charles Brueninghausen, an eminent phy- 
sician of New York, died on August 20tb, 
He was governor of the almshouse during the 
years 1867 and 1868, and at one time was 
active in political life. 

—Julius Klein, doctor of medicine and a 
playwright of prominence, died in Berlin on the 
3d inst. He was born in Hungary in 1810, but 
had lived and practiced medicine in Berlin 
about forty years. He leaves seven volumes 
of plays and a History of the Drama. 

—The California millionaire, Mr. James 
Lick, demanded a bill of particulars of the phy- 
sician who sued him for services amounting to 
$55,000, and got one specifying three thousand 
and eleven visits, extending over a period of 
twenty-one years and eleven months. The 
judge thought this was enough, evidently, for 
he denied a motion for a further bill. 


—Dr. C. C. Vanderbeek, of this city, has re- 
moved to 1121 Walnut street. 


Items. 


—The Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association will be 
held at the Hall of the Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy, commencing September 12th, at 3 
o’clock P. M. 

—We observe that some of our contempo- 
raries continue to inquire about the plant 
alleged to be a remedy for obesity, first men- 
tioned by Dr. Griffith, of Delaware. We have 
the doctor’s own statement to the effect that his 
observation rested on an error, and he has 
withdrawn it, 

—A physician, in the Isle of Wight, has 
found the homing pigeon to be of great service 
to him in his country practice. At every vil- 
lage through which he passes, and when his 
last patient therein is seen, he writes a list of 
prescriptions for that village, affixes it to the leg 
of a homing pigeon, and dispatches it to his 
house. Says the physician in a letter to a 
country paper:—‘‘ By this means, either a 
country carrier is intercepted starting home- 
ward from our market town, and the medicine 
is delivered by him on that very evening, or my 
chemist is enabled, hour by hour, to see his 
work ahead of him, and forestall his dispensing 
necessities.” 

—The Hay Fever Convention at Bethlehem, 
N. H., brought together such sufferers as Dr. 
George M. Beard, Judge Goodrich, of Chicago; 
J. i. Ward, of Louisville; Henry Ward 
Beecher, and others. As no worse kind of & 
case than hay fever was considered, the meeting 
got along with only the disturbance of a few 
sneezes. 


—__—_—_ «<6 o _______- 
DEATHS. 


CLARK.—On the lith of August, infant son of Dr. 
R. J. and Ettie W. Clark. 








